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1. Create #BookSnaps! Sometimes, when reading a book, a line may resonate so
profoundly we feel it deep in our hearts. All books have some snippet of a universal truth
in which readers can relate. It’s exciting to know why a thought or quote touches a reader,
and that’s where book snaps come in. Click here for more information on how to create
#BookSnaps, and then create your own using lines from Make a Little Wave. If you post
them publicly, be sure to tag me. I’d love to see them. (5 requirements I used for my own
students. 1. The book’s cover 2. The line(s) from the book that touched you in some way 3.
Your reflection based on the line(s) you selected 4. At least four fun emojis or graphics
that complement the feel of the #BookSnap 5. A fun background.) For samples I’ve made
and shared, click here.
 
2. Analyze the cover. What do you think the book will be about? In which genre do you
think this book will fit? Describe the girl on the cover and tell what she might be thinking.
What do the colors and the font type evoke regarding the book? What is the purpose of
the sharks? How might the title relate to the storyline?
 
3. Which shark are you? activity: Launch the Shark Reels video. Hit play and watch the
sharks spin. When you’re ready, yell, “Stop, shark!” and hit the pause button. That’s your
shark. Research it, and present fun facts to your class.
 
4. Create a t-shirt like the ones Tanner’s Grandpa wears or the one at the end of the book.
Use a slogan to promote a cause you care about and include fun items to decorate it.
 
5. Choose an important event from the story and tell how you may have handled it
differently than the character did. Explain if/how this may have affected the outcome of
the entire book.
 
6. Check out the Ocearch shark tracker. Click around until you find a shark you’d like to
keep track of. What type of shark did you pick? What is the shark’s name? How big is it?
How much does it weigh? Over the course of four months (past and/or future), follow the
shark’s pattern. What do you notice? Where does your shark hang out the most? Look
back six months to see if the location varies when the weather is warmer or colder. What is
the furthest your shark has traveled? When was it tagged?

Continued on the next page . . .

https://www.scisdata.com/connections/issue-104/building-a-buzz-with-book-snaps#:~:text=What%20is%20a%20book%20snap,then%20save%20and%20share%20it.
https://canva.link/cgbu0y4r6k9biwo
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGLKjk0K9c/PdvjV8Qw00JgLyWDM4AoqQ/watch?utm_content=DAGLKjk0K9c&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.ocearch.org/tracker/
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7. Select one of the following organizations (or perhaps find a different reputable one
approved by your teacher) and give a slide presentation about it to your classmates.
Include things like its mission statement, where it’s based, photos/videos, 1-2 super cool
facts about its work, and a slide stating your opinion on the work the organization does.
Don’t forget to add social media handles and hashtags so your classmates can follow
these changemakers, too. Organizations: Shark Allies, Sharkwater, Project Hiu
 
8. Endangered species list project of some sort? International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) keeps a Red List of Threatened Species—a tally of plants and animals on
the endangered or soon to be endangered list. Select an animal from the list and create a
slide presentation. Include slide for each of the following: name of the animal, a picture
of it, the continent your animal is located on, their natural habitat, three reasons why the
animal is endangered, how many animals are left, what size group do they live in, what’s
being done to help this species, why we should care about this animal in terms of how it
contributes to earth, resources on how your classmates can help.
 
9. Protest Poetry: Sometimes it’s easier to write down our frustrations rather than stand
up and lead a rally. Select a cause you care about and write a heartfelt protest poem. See
my example here.
 
10. Find a cause you care deeply about (Freedom to Read, equitable education, gun
control, animal rights, safe schools, etc.) and write a letter to your state or national
representative to express your concern. Learn how to find out who your reps are, how to
contact them, or better yet, go in person to meet them. Your voice matters!
 
11. Watch the book trailer for Make a Little Wave. After reading the book, create your own
trailer. Don’t forget to share it with me, the author, if you do. I’d love to see it.
 
12. When writing books, authors must give their character a flaw that prevents them from
getting what they want or need until later in the book. What would you say is Sav’s
biggest flaw? Write a paragraph or two explaining and cite at least three examples (quote
and list page #) that support your theory.
 

https://sharkallies.org/
https://www.sharkwater.com/
https://www.projecthiu.com/origin
https://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.kerryomalleycerra.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Protest-Poetry-MG-version-Sea-Monsters.pdf
https://youtu.be/jBe5u7AnZPg?si=KriuwfhHH805lhuC
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